
 
 

17th July 2020 

Dear Church Family, 

I am writing to update you regarding the appointment process for an Associate Minister and recap 
the plans for the summer. 

Associate Minister 
In our July meeting, the PCC unanimously agreed to re-start the plan to appoint an Associate 
Minister to work across the Parish, with a focus on Houghton. The success of our Going for Growth 
project, with all the money given or pledged earlier this year, was a great encouragement to many of 
us. Please do pray for the appointment process (advertising, applications, shortlisting and 
interviewing) so that God's person will be appointed. 

Giving 
With this in mind, can I encourage us all to prayerfully consider how we might give towards this 
project and the ongoing ministry costs we have as we seek to love Christ and make him known. We 
are very grateful to all those who have increased their giving and found different ways to give during 
lockdown, but the reality is that we are still about £1000 per month down on our normal giving 
levels. With almost no financial reserves, our decision to proceed with the appointment process is 
taken with trust in the faithfulness of God and the generosity of his people. 

Re-opening Survey 
Please do pray ahead for the decisions to be taken at the end of the summer. Thank you to all who 
have filled out the survey; those responses have been read. Our Staff Team will meet on Wednesday 
26th August, so please do make sure that any thoughts or input are with us by that day - whether by 
phone, letter or email. I will meet with the Wardens and Martin Hilton (our PCC Vice-Chair) on 
Thursday 27th August, and there is a PCC meeting on Tuesday 8th September. 

Summer Services 
Our online and telephone services will continue as usual over the summer. A number of people have 
asked how we can read ahead for Sunday’s passages, which is a great thing to do. If it would help 
you to know, then the passages planned for the summer are: 

 19th July = Mark 6: 30-44 
 26th July = Mark 7: 14-30 
 2nd August = Mark 8: 22-30 
 9th August = 1 Samuel 16 
 16th August = 1 Samuel 17 
 23rd August = 1 Samuel 18-19 
 30th August = 1 Samuel 20 

 
The church office will be closed for the summer break after Friday 24th July so please do contact 
Jane or Caroline as soon as possible if you have any queries before then. 

With love in Jesus, 

 


