
For some of us it’s, ‘What’s God doing, 
and why doesn’t he stop this?’ Others of us 
might be asking, ‘Why don’t people admit 
that there can’t be a good God in charge  
of the world – isn’t that now obvious?’

I’ve read lots from people claiming to 
know exactly why this pandemic has 
happened, and precisely what is going 
on. The trouble is, they don’t all agree 
and can’t all be right.
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So is there anything we can be sure of at this time?

Hope when it hurts
We all have loads of  
questions at the moment.



Andrew Towner, Vicar

My Story

Firstly, the hard times Firstly, the hard times 
now don’t change history.now don’t change history.

Christianity is based in 
historical fact – Jesus 
really lived, taught, died 
and was brought back to 
life again. The God we 
meet in Jesus didn’t self-
isolate from suffering. 
He entered the pain and 
hardship and evil of 
this world to end it once 
and for all – that’s the 
future promised to all 
who will trust in him. 

At many times in 
the last 2,000 years 
Christians have found 
great comfort in this, 
even during extremely 
hard times – whether 

personal distress 
and suffering, or 
communal World 
Wars. Suffering 
doesn’t change 
history, and the 
Jesus of history offers 
comfort as well as a 
perfect eternity.

Secondly, there is a Secondly, there is a 
humbling thing we can humbling thing we can 
all know,all know, which is how 
little we actually do know. 
Think about all the 
knowledge it would be 
possible to have:

o  every word in every 
language ever, and all 
their books of wisdom

o  all plants and fish, 
atoms and molecules, 
rivers and mountains 
– on every planet

Imagine everything 
there is to know fills an 
A5 piece of paper, would 
my knowledge even show 
up as a tiny dot?  What 
about you?

Realising how little I 
know changes the way 
I experience and think 
about suffering. Just 
because I can’t think of 

a good reason for what is 
happening doesn’t mean 
there isn’t one – look how 
tiny my knowledge is.

At one point in the Bible, 
God makes the same point 
to a man called Job. 

Job lived thousands of 
years ago, and asked God 
some very hard questions 
about suffering. God 
didn’t get offended – he’s 
too big and loving for 
that – but his answer 
is surprising and most 
helpful: Did you create 
the stars? Do you know 
where the great ocean 
animals live? Are you in 
charge of the weather? 
God reminded Job how 
little he knows, which is 
part of an invitation to 

trust Him, who knows 
everything.

I’m sure you have some 
hard questions, and I 
would love to hear them. 
We are inviting questions 
via our website – so please 
do visit hkchurch.org.uk. 
We will try to give a  
few thoughts to keep  
the conversation going, 
as we think these  
things through.

Two things I do know: 
suffering doesn’t change suffering doesn’t change 
historyhistory – the Jesus we 
meet in history is God in 
a human body, come to 
heal us and this world 
for ever, if we trust in 
him. I also know how how 
much I don’t understand, much I don’t understand, 
and am able to trust the and am able to trust the 
God we can meet in JesusGod we can meet in Jesus 
– he is more loving and 
wise than I, which is a 
safe truth on which to 
rest my small, weary and 
often confused head.

Where is God?

Jesus in The Passion of the Christ movie
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During this time of uncertainty, 
it is a great comfort to us 
to know that Jesus is with 
us every step of the way, 
powerfully giving us strength 
and peace to face what each 
day brings. We know Jesus as 
a compassionate and close friend who cares 
deeply about our family, friends and ourselves.

Dave & Cathy

My name is Ellie and I’m classed 
as a vulnerable person because 
I have a lung disease and other 
health problems. Being in 
isolation, I do miss my family 
and enjoy chatting with them 
on the phone and FaceTime. 

Jesus has given me an inner peace and a joy that all 
the money in the world can’t buy. As a Christian, if I die 
tomorrow, I know that I am going to be with my Saviour.

Ellie

God really provided for me 
when I moved to Carlisle from 
Bedford in 2016. I had been 
through a difficult time at 
work and was suffering with 
a relapse of a chronic illness. 
I kept praying that God would 
provide for me, which he did. By the end 
of the year, I had a new job and house. Every time 
I travelled to Carlisle, I saw a rainbow – a reminder 
that God is always in control and cares for us.

Sharron



Get in touch
Rev Andrew Towner | andrew.towner@hkchurch.org.uk | 01228 515363

Church Office | office@hkchurch.org.uk | 01228 515972 | hkchurch.org.uk

Many of us have questions about what is happening at 
the moment. On our website, we’ll be discussing some 
of the issues we’re facing and questions we may have. 
Why not join the conversation at hkchurch.org.uk?

Or maybe you would simply like someone to listen, 
talk with or pray for you? Please do get in contact 
with us by email or telephone.

Join us online every Sunday at 10am
Whether you’ve not been to church for a while 
or never been, you’re very welcome to join our 
all-age service from your home. 

YouTube – search HK Church Carlisle

Facebook – search HK Church Carlisle

Web – hkchurch.org.uk/services

Here to Help
We would love to help. If you, or 
anyone you know, would like a 

friendly phone call, help collecting 
essential food or medical supplies 
or any other assistance, please do 
get in touch. Our answerphone is 

being checked daily. 

We want to help keep 
everyone safe and well. 

This Crosslink has been 
produced as safely as possible, 
and delivered professionally.

STAYING SAFE

Tackling tough questions


